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CITY OF RIVERSIDE
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2040(S) HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT  Revised

CLASSIFICATION SPECIFICATION

TITLE: FIREFIGHTER

DEFINITION

Under  supervision,  to perform a variety of duties in the protection of  life and property by combating,

extinguishing, and preventing fires, and by providing emergency medical care; to participate in training and fire 

prevention activities; to operate and maintain firefighting and rescue equipment, and fire stations; to serve as a fire

inspector; and to do related work as required.

  

REPORTS TO:   Fire C apta in

SUPERVISION RECEIVED AND EXERCISED

Rece ives gen eral supe rvision from  a Fire Ca ptain or oth er supe rior officer w ho review s work  meth ods an d results

through reports, personal inspections, and discuss ions.   Incumbents m ay exercise lead direction over lesser-

skilled pro tective ser vice staff o r voluntee rs, as as signed.  

EXAMPLES OF DUTIES

Typical duties include, but are not necessarily limited to, the following:

• Respond to fire alarms, rescue alarms, medical emergency, and other emergency calls to protect life and

property e ndang ered by fire; o perate va rious co mm unication s equipm ent.

• Res pond  to re quests fo r me dica l em erge ncies; pro vide im me diate  me dica l care  to pe rson s inju red in

automobile accidents, fires, industrial accidents, and  victims of sudden serious illness such as heart attacks,

drownin gs, and  similar em ergenc ies; obse rve and  report vital sign s; and ad ministe r med ical treatm ent.

• Serve as a hose operator in firefighting situations; lay and connect hoses; hold  nozzle and direct water

streams in the control and extinguishing of fires in structures, brush, and grass; clean and test fire hoses;

raise,  lowe r, and clim b aerial ladd ers; perf orm  rescue  work a nd rem ove per sons fr om d anger.  

• Ventilate structures using such techniques as opening windows and chopping holes through the roof; use

forc ible en try tools , bars , hooks, lif e lines , chemic al ext inguis hers , and  othe r aux iliary eq uipm ent; a ssis t in

overhaul and salvage operations; sweep water and remove debris.

• Perform preventive maintenance and daily inspections on fire apparatus; inspect fire apparatus after each

operation  to ensur e prope r and effic ient opera ting cond ition; clean, wa sh, and  service fire  appara tus; test,

wash, h ang, and  dry hoses ; chang e hose s on fire ap paratus ; report wo rn, dam aged, or  lost parts a nd tools; 

• Clean and maintain station quarters, grounds, and equipment; perform routine housekeeping chores such as

sweeping, mopping, cooking, and washing; assist visitors at the station and conduct tours.

• Conduct fire prevention inspection and education programs; serve as a fire inspector, inspecting commercial

and other properties for fire hazards and compliance with fire prevention codes and ordinances, and

participating in or conducting investigations to determine fire causes.

• Participate in continuous training in fire prevention, inspection, and suppression through fire drills, training

exercises, simulations, and on-the-job exercises to maintain occupational skills.

• Study technical material on Fire Department rules and regulations, fire hazards, and modern firefighting

techniques, City layout, water systems, and related subjects.
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• Prepare reports on preventive maintenance and with respect to work operations.

• Work 24-hour shifts and overtime; may be recalled to duty in cases of emergency.  

• Serve as a substitute fire engineer under special instructions and limited conditions on a relief or training

basis; operate and maintain motorized firefighting equipment; operate and adjust pump controls and other

mechanical equipment to maintain correct water pressure consistent with the type of fire; drive and operate the

tiller position on a  ladder truc k; opera te ladder m echan ism on  an aerial truc k; place  truck to b est adva ntage to

facilitate fire fightin g. 

QUALIFICATIONS

Know ledge of:

• Principles and practices of fire suppression and prevention.

• Principles and practices of emergency medical care.

• Opera tion and m aintenan ce of firefig hting equ ipme nt.  

• Safety pra ctices an d preca utions pe rtaining to wo rk.  

Ability to:

• Read , unders tand, and  learn rules , regulations , and ope rational pro cedure s of the F ire Depa rtmen t.

• Learn a nd m aintain firefigh ting and e mer gency m edical sk ills, metho ds, and  techniqu es.  

• Demonstrate physical endurance, agility, strength, and stamina in the performance of hazardous tasks under

emergency conditions; climb up and down ladders and work at considerable heights.

• Demonstrate a high degree of mechanical aptitude.

• Remain calm in emergency situations; analyze situations and adopt a quick, effective, and responsible course

of action in emergency situations.

• Ope rate a  vehic le obs ervin g lega l and d efen sive d riving  prac tices ; learn   the loc ation  of str eets , phys ical 

layout of the City, and major traffic and fire hazards.

• Work indoors and out in a variety of environmental conditions including hot, cold, or damp weather with

exposure to noises, vibrations, odors, or dust; work in tightly enclosed spaces with poor ventilation.

• Lift and transport equipment and individuals weighing up to 200 pounds.

• Und ersta nd an d follo w ora l and w ritten d irectio ns pr om ptly and acc urate ly.

• Comm unicate clearly and concisely, both orally and in writing.

• Deal courteously and effectively with the general public.

• Establish and maintain cooperative relationships with those contacted in the course of work.

• Wear a self-contained breathing apparatus.

• Work overtime as required.

Experience and Education:

Any combination equivalent to experience and education that could likely provide the required knowledge and

abilities is qualifying. A typical way to obtain the knowledge and abilities would be:



Firefighter 

Page 3  of 3

Experience:None required.

Education: Equivalent to the completion of the twelfth grade and succe ssful completion of a State Fire

Mar sha l appr oved  Fire A cadem y.

MED ICAL CATEG ORY:  Group 3

NECESSARY SPECIAL REQUIREMENT

Possession of a valid Class “C” California Motor Vehicle Operator’s License.

Possession of a valid Emergency Medical Technician (EMT-1) Certification.

Possession of a valid Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) Certification.

Possession of a valid Paramedic Certification (Riverside County) is highly desirable.

Possession of, or ability to obtain by the completion of the required probationary period, a “PC832" from an

acc redite d colle ge or  unive rsity.

CAREER ADVANCEMENT OPPORT UNITIES

FROM: Firefighter

TO: Fire E ngine er or F ire Ca ptain


